FCC NEWSLETTER | Summer 2021--Edition #46

Beyond Our $1M Milestone

FONTBONNE COMMUNITY CONNECTION
Celebrating Our 14th Year of Supporting Academic Hopes and Dreams

STEM Kits Help Creativity Soar in Cybersecurity Programs
In 2020, Fontbonne Mathematics and Computer Science Associate Professor Dr. Zahid Anwar received FCC
funding to purchase STEM kits to enhance students’ cybersecurity education through total learning immersion.
Dr. Anwar believed hands-on learning and problem-based scenarios would greatly enhance the students’
learning, in addition to theoretical methods.
Several kits were purchased and used in two sections of Principles of Cryptography (Fall, 2020), and one
section of Introduction to Cybersecurity, Cyber Crime, and Policies (Spring, 2021). A total of 50 students
benefitted from using these kits, with very positive student feedback:
•

•
•

“I am not a cyber major, but I loved this course and it was lots of fun.”
“Excellent course. Way in-depth.”
“A wonderful professor who genuinely showed his passion for what he taught. The cyber crimes part is my
favorite by far, as he made sure to modernize terms and bring examples that many of us would know,
including references to games and social media.”

Pictured: Two examples of student use of the kits: a home security system built from a hardware kit, and “Deviant Defense” — a laser
tripwire gadget to detect intruders.

The student-led Fontbonne Hackers’ Club used the kits to train for local cyber defense competitions, in which
they won honors. And these same Cybersecurity kits were used for an Ethical Hacking summer camp, held at
Fontbonne for high school students. To quote one of the participants, “After attending the Ethical Hacking
Camp, I know that I want to major in cybersecurity at Fontbonne.” That’s exactly the kind of result Fontbonne
envisions, by introducing potential students to Fontbonne at an early age.
Inspired by the hardware equipment in the kits, three graduating seniors and two Masters students chose to
conduct research, directly using these kits for their final capstone senior synthesis projects. All have been
subsequently employed in the industry, further demonstrating the positive ripple effects of FCC awards.

Page 2

Library Archives Zoom Session Invites Exciting Exploration
Searching for something to do on a hot and humid summer afternoon? Let your fingers do the walking and
be swept away by hidden gems housed in GriffinShare, Fontbonne’s Institutional Repository. WHAT!?
According to Brady Shuman, Fontbonne’s Scholarly Resources Manager, “Institutional Repository” is
simply a fancy name for an online space for collecting, preserving, and sharing copies of the output of an
institution. And then with a twinkle in her eye, she adds, “Click on anything blue and it will take you
somewhere fun.”

If you missed her June 17 Zoom presentation on the Library Archives, click here and be enchanted by
Brady’s tour of this treasure. Thanks to financial support from FCC, Fontbonne’s Jack C. Taylor Library has
the opportunity to make digital files of all sorts of physical items – such as yearbooks, student newspapers,
student publications, student academic work – basically, everything in the current archives that can be
scanned or photographed. This spring, FCC awarded $1000 to the library to digitize its over-sized issues of
the Fontbanner (Fontbonne’s student newspaper from 1980-2011) that requires specialized equipment
Fontbonne does not own. FCC also awarded $3500 to digitize the thousands of photographs, documenting
decades of campus history, currently hidden in four large file drawers in the Library basement. Today,
alumni can search online for themselves or others and recover actual snippets of their years on campus.
So, how can you find these little nuggets? Go to www.fontbonne.edu, click Academics at the top, and then
click GriffinShare Digital Commons. Once there, simply explore! You can even create your own account,
allowing you to follow library activities or get updates and reports on collections or events. For a personal
tour to get started (highly recommended), view Brady’s Zoom presentation referenced above, and you will
be well on your way to the treasure trove awaiting you – pushing aside hot and humid summer doldrums.
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Girls in Science: a Zoom with Zest
For the past six years, Dr. Kelly Lane-deGraaf, associate
professor in University’s Department of Behavioral Sciences,
has offered free two-week summer camps for middle school
girls, to study various scientific fields. Participants have
explored biology, chemistry, physics, ecology, forensic
science and animal behavior.
The program’s mission has been to foster enthusiasm for
science by offering unique opportunities to engage in high
quality hands-on experiences, led by faculty and current
Fontbonne students. Dr. Lane-deGraaf self-funded the
program for the first two years, before receiving Bayer
support (nee Monsanto) and funding from Boeing and
Wells Fargo. The FCC 2020 award has further enriched this
program.
On July 15, our members were invited to join a Zoom
presentation by Dr. Lane-deGraaf to witness how FCC funding
for "Girls in Science" summer camps enlivened curiosity at an
age when girls' interest in science often wanes. [click for
recording of this Zoom event] The camps have helped girls
envision themselves in a wide array of science careers and
have also addressed the under-representation of girls and
people of color in science disciplines.
FCC provided tools to enhance the students’ work. Each participant created a lab coat, uniquely dyed and
decorated to reflect her diversity. It was a blessing to see fun-loving middle school girls interacting with the
women scientists of Fontbonne (both faculty and students) and engaging in research, using the scientific
process to solve problems and collaborate with their peers.
This FCC partnership is an effective way to inspire students and nurture the next generation of scientists and
innovative thinkers. We look forward to creating more access for dear neighbors in our community to
SOAR HIGHER!
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Two New FCC Members From Fontbonne Staff
During the month of June, FCC welcomed two new members,
both part of the Fontbonne University staff. The term ‘new’ may
not be totally accurate however. Kay Barnes (VP for Advancement) was instrumental in the founding of the FCC back in 2007
and was one of its charter members. Ann Spall (VP for Finance &
Administration/CFO/Controller) has played an integral role in
helping FCC manage its financial assets since 2014.
While Kay Barnes was on Fontbonne’s Advancement staff from
July, 2006 through December, 2011, she shared the concept of a
women’s giving circle with the incoming VP for Advancement. She
has worked in development her entire career. In addition to
Fontbonne, she has worked at St. Louis University, Trailnet, and
Webster University — and has been back at Fontbonne since
December, 2019. Kay grew up in Iowa and received a Catholic
education from grade school through college, earning a BS in
Communication from St. Louis University. She loves visiting her
four children and nine grandchildren, and also enjoys sewing
(made 300+ COVID masks), golf and gardening. A long-time
member of St. Francis Xavier Church, she has been a CSJ
Associate since 2008. “It fills my heart and I’m incredibly proud to see how the FCC has thrived and become even
stronger and better through the years. I’m rejoining the FCC to help with the goal of 100 women by Fontbonne’s
Centennial in 2023”.
Ann Spall is a native Floridian who lived in the Sunshine State
through college graduation. She came to St. Louis for graduate
school (a Masters in Accounting from the University of MissouriSt. Louis) and she has remained here ever since. She has worked in
public accounting for 20 years, in addition to 10 years in accounting
functions for her church. Ann joined Fontbonne in January, 2014, as
Assistant Controller and was promoted to Controller in March,
2017. She accepted her current position as Fontbonne’s CFO in July,
2020, joining Dr. Nancy Blattner’s leadership team. Ann and her
husband (retired from St. Louis City Juvenile Court) live in Rock Hill
in St. Louis County, with their very sweet but blind 13 year-old dog.
They have a daughter who works as Communication Director for
Concordia Lutheran Church in Kirkwood, MO.
Ann says, “In my time at Fontbonne, I have always been in awe of
the dedication and commitment of the FCC to support the faculty,
staff and students each year, in achieving exciting improvements
and projects for the whole community. I am so pleased to now be
a member and have the chance to work alongside the incredible
women who have built the FCC to amazing heights.”
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Fontbonne Board Member Dotti Fischer Drawn to FCC
Dotti Fischer is a steadfast volunteer, who is on the Board of Trustees of Fontbonne University. She is currently
the chairwoman of the University’s Advancement Committee. Dotti moved to St. Louis part-time in 2005 with
her husband, John Fischer, as he was the CEO, President and Chairman of Olin Corporation in St. Louis. She has
two grown children, Patrick and Kristen. Dotti is a graduate of York College of PA with an Accounting degree,
and she is also on their Board of Trustees. An introduction to past FBU president Mike Pressimone by a mutual
friend resulted in Dotti joining Fontbonne’s Board. She has held this position for approximately five years.
As a volunteer, Dotti has dedicated her support to education (elementary,
middle, high school and college) and the arts (theatre, symphony and
ballet). Her healthcare endeavors with hospitals and support for the
uninsured, as well as interest in women-based organizations such as the
Junior League and the Woman’s Exchange, are also noteworthy.
Dotti became aware of the important work of FCC, funding dreams for
faculty, staff and students, through her work on Fontbonne’s Board of
Trustees and the Advancement Committee. Dotti strongly believes in the
mission of Fontbonne University and the community it serves. She was
drawn to the FCC by her past involvement in women’s philanthropic
groups that provided support and opportunities to various organizations.
We are excited to welcome you, Dotti.

How Blessed We Are by Marie Harris, CSJ
It is a real joy to welcome Marie Joan Harris, CSJ, to our FCC Family. Marie is no stranger to Fontbonne since
she is both a faithful Alumna and past Board Member.
Marie was born in Denver, Colorado and entered the Sisters of St. Joseph in 1960. She taught middle school
math, completed her Ph.D. in Chemistry at the University of Kansas, and was then hired to teach at Avila
University. She served as a faculty member for 17 years and then became Vice President for Academic Affairs
for the next 28 years. She served on the Province Council for ten years and
on the Hospital Board for St. Joseph/St. Mary Medical Centers. She also
served on the board for St. Teresa’s Academy and the KC advisory board for
St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf. She currently serves on the boards of Avila
University and Nazareth Living Center.
In 2013, Marie was appointed to a CSJ Province Task Force and then to
their Sponsorship Collaborative. After several meetings over three years,
they submitted a proposal to Rome for approval of St. Joseph Educational
Ministries. Marie currently serves with Rita Marie Schmitz, CSJ, and ten
other members, the majority of whom are lay colleagues.
Marie volunteers for local and Province projects and enjoys reading, prayer
groups, and walking for exercise. While she is technically retired, keeping up
with Marie would challenge each of us! Marie, welcome to the FCC. You are
so obviously committed to Fontbonne and the FCC’s Mission!
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Caring Dedication and Service Characterize Andrea Thomas
Andrea Thomas is dedicated to improving the lives of others
through public service and education. A first generation
college graduate, she understands the importance of
opportunities obtained through education, ambition and
diligence. She held a full-time job, while simultaneously
earning her Masters degree. Andrea joyfully says, “When I
look back during the time of earning a Masters degree, while
working full-time, I was driven by passion and GOD’s will.”
Andrea established her career in the field of education,
earning a Masters of Arts in Teaching-Middle School Language
Arts degree from Fontbonne University. She has a passion for
working in the community and is currently an educator with
KIPP St. Louis, as a middle school literacy teacher. During her
free time, Andrea enjoys traveling and a few rounds of golf.
Andrea worked for twelve years at St. Louis County Family
Court, where she gained valuable knowledge and experience,
working within the juvenile court system in Child Protective
Services. She holds a Bachelor of Business Administration
degree from Fontbonne and is a proud member of Pi Lambda
Theta-Honor Society for Educators. She remains active as a member of the Fontbonne Alumni Board and is
happy to promote Fontbonne because of the university’s rigorous academics, combined with caring and
challenging professors. “FCC gives me an opportunity to explore, grow, develop and try new things,” she
declares. FCC warmly welcomes and celebrates our new member, Andrea Thomas.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

These delightful Zooms are great fun…
and make a BIG difference!

FCC Social Zoom

August 5, noon (CDT)
Meet new FCC members
and renew friendships
Click here to register

All Member Planning Meeting
August 12, noon (CDT)
FCC depends on your input,
ideas and suggestions
Click here to register
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Message from the Chair
FCC members have been busy
this summer getting together to
learn more about our past
awards, electing their
leadership team for 2021-2022,
and planning a lot more for the
months to come.
The FCC summer programs
continue to be a hit. For the
second summer in a row, FCC
has sponsored summer Zoom
programs featuring our past award recipients. It was
eye-opening to learn about the vast and varied
collection the library stores. And the “Girls in Science”
program is truly a labor of love by the Fontbonne
faculty and students. You can read more about these
events in this newsletter, as well as a feature on the
STEM kits for Cybersecurity studies. We are so proud
of our award recipients and their programs which
enrich both Fontbonne and our community.
We are happy to report to you that the FCC Centennial
Membership Campaign is well underway! A warm
welcome to our new members, Sr. Marie Harris, Kay
Barnes, Ann Spall, Andrea Thomas and Dotti Fischer,
who are featured in this newsletter.
Upcoming events include an FCC Social, our All
Member Planning Meeting, and the Awardee
Celebration with our 2021 award recipients. Consider
joining your fellow FCC members in some of these
events. See the calendar on this page and look for
more information to come.
We could really use your input at the Planning
Meeting on August 12 to make the coming year even
better than the last. Hope to see you there!

JoAnn
JoAnn Donovan,

FCC Chair

Coming Events
August, 2021
8/5 - FCC Social Zoom, Noon (CDT)
8/12 - All Member Planning Meeting, Noon (CDT)
September, 2021
9/8 - EAC Meeting, 8:45-10:00 (CDT)
9/17 - Golden Arcade Re-connect
hosted by FCC on Zoom, Noon (CDT)
October, 2021
10/1 - Awardee & All Member Celebration
(Time and Location TBA)
10/1-10/2 - Homecoming
10/13 - EAC Meeting, 8:45-11:00 (CDT)
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